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U.S. CHARGES 8 NEWSSTAND AND BODEGA OPERATORS
| N SCHEME TO PURCHASE STOLEN POSTAGE STAMPS

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and WLLI AM KEZER, the Post al
| nspector in Charge of the New York Ofice of the Postal
| nspection Service, announced that eight individuals, who operate
newsst ands and bodegas in Manhattan and Brooklyn, were arrested
yesterday on charges of purchasing stolen postage stanps. The
defendants are charged in five separate crimnal Conplaints and,
in total, the defendants are alleged to have purchased the stol en
stanps on thousands of occasions.

According to the Conplaints, fromthe early 1990s
t hrough 2002, a nunber of individuals stole postage stanps from
United States Post O fices in Manhattan, anong ot her places, by
writing checks on bank accounts that contained insufficient
funds. The stolen stanps were then allegedly resold to the

def endants at | ess than face val ue. | n 2002, the Post al



| nspection Service ran an undercover operation and obtained
surveill ance tapes docunenting such purchases nade by the
def endant s.

Anong those arrested yesterday were HABI BUR MELLA,
alk/la “Mnto,” and MAYEEN M SBA, a/k/a “Cupbie,” the operators of
a newsstand at 53¢ Street and Third Avenue in Manhattan
According to the Conplaint, MELLA and M SBA paid cash for stolen
stanps on approxi mately 100 occasi ons, and made three purchases
from an undercover Postal Inspector. The Conplaint alleges that,
on or about August 1, 2002, M SBA paid $4,000 in cash to an
under cover Postal Inspector in exchange for 200 rolls of stanps,
which had a total face value of $7,400. The Conplaint further
al l eges that, on or about August 8, 2002, and Septenber 6, 2002,
MELLA paid a total of $8,000 in cash to an undercover Post al
| nspector in exchange for 400 rolls of stanps, which had a tota
face val ue of $14, 800.

Def endant ZAFAR | QBAL, a/k/a “lqbal,” the operator of a
newsstand at 875 Third Avenue in Manhattan, is also charged with
pur chasi ng stol en postage stanps on approxi mately 100 occasi ons.
The Conpl aint further alleges that ZAFAR | @BAL purchased a total
of 650 coils of stanps from an undercover Postal |nspector on
four separate occasions from about August 1, 2002 to Septenber 6,
2002. | QBAL paid $13,300 in cash for the stanps, which had a

total face value of $24,050. According to the Conplaint, |QBAL



requested that the undercover Postal |nspector refer to the
stanps as “candy” when di scussing the transactions.

Def endant SALEH MUSA, a/k/a “Sal,” the operator of a
bodega | ocated at 310 Fl at bush Avenue in Brooklyn, is charged
w t h purchasi ng stol en postage stanps on approxinmately 1, 000
occasions. The Conplaint further charges that MJSA purchased a
total of 600 coils of stanps from an undercover Postal |nspector
on three separate occasions in a tw-week period. MJSA paid
$12,000 in cash for the stanps, which had a total face val ue of
$22,200. According to the Conplaint, MJSA requested that the
under cover Postal |Inspector refer to the stanps as “phone cards”
when di scussing the transactions. MJSA is also alleged to have
provi ded noneys for false identification docunents in order to
further the purchase of stanps fromthe Post Ofice with
f raudul ent checks.

Def endants ALI MAHWOD HUSSAI N, a/k/a “Mhanmmad,” and
ALHATHAM SALEH AL HAI THAM, a/k/a “Anthony,” the operators of a
grocery store |located at Newkirk and East 16'" Street in
Brookl yn, are charged wi th purchasing stol en postage stanps on
approximately 1,000 occasions. The Conplaint further charges
t hat HUSSAI N purchased a total of 500 coils of stanps from an
under cover Postal Inspector on three occasions in Septenber 2002.

HUSSAI N pai d $10,000 in cash for the stanps, which had a total



face value of $18,500. According to the Conplaint, HUSSAI N and
AL HAI THAM al so provi ded noneys for false identification
docunents in order to further the purchase of stanps fromthe
Post O fice with fraudul ent checks.

Al so arrested yesterday were KALPESHKUVAR PATEL, a/k/a
“Kenny” and BHAVESHKUMARI PATEL, the operators of a newsstand at
Ei ght h Avenue and 34'" Street in Manhattan. KALPESHKUMAR PATEL
and BHARESHKUVARI PATEL are charged with purchasing 100 rolls of
st ol en postage stanps on approxi mately 10 occasions. They are
al so alleged to have purchased a total of 300 coils of stanps
from an undercover Postal |nspector on three occasions during a
t wo- week period in Septenber-Cctober 2002.

The defendants are expected to appear in Manhattan
federal court |ater today.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the United States
Postal Inspection Service in the investigation of this case.

M. COMEY said the investigation is continuing.

Assi stant United States Attorney CHRI STI NA Bl SCHOFF i s
in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Conplaints are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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